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Dear Volunteer:

On behalf of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc., I would like to invite you to take part in one of our chapter’s signature events here at Texas A&M University.  We have over ten years of dedicated service to our community and this is your opportunity to help us inform high school students about college awareness and encourage seeking their higher education at Texas A&M University. Last year, we were able to excite numerous students about the benefits of the college experience. This is a rare opportunity for you to acquire some community service while still enjoying yourself, your friends, classmates, and the future students of Texas A&M University. So please do not hesitate to take advantage of a chance to help.
OVERVIEW:

In this year’s CODE BLUE, we will be asking you and other helpful students at Texas A&M to assist us in leading teams called squadrons. These teams will be divided up into 5 squadrons of high school students from the surrounding Brazos Valley Area. You may be asked to play the role of one of the 5 squadron leaders or an assistant to the leader. The make-up of the 5 groups are as follows: Group 1 - Squadron (S), group 2 - Squadron (I), group 3 - Squadron (G), Group 4 - Squadron (M), and Group 5 - Squadron (A). The acronym will obviously spell SIGMA, however, with the help of the assistant and the high school students, each leader will able to determine a name for their group using the letter of the squadron. For example:  Squadron S may elect to call themselves the “Stunners” or Squadron M may choose to be called the “Millionaires”. 

MISSION POSSIBLE:

And now your mission, should you choose to accept it, is primarily to get these future college students excited about going to college. The whole day entails many functions, which will be broken down into shifts. There will be volunteer positions for preparation, squadron leaders, group assistants, panel speakers, guest speaker presenters, and etc. You can work multiple positions for as long as you want, as well as work more than one shift. So……are YOU ready to become recruiting generals?  

There will be a volunteer orientation meeting the week of Code Blue to discuss the details of what you will be doing. This should not take longer than 30 minutes. The Volunteer Sign-up Form for Code Blue and a list of the different shift positions are attached. Complete the form and submit it to a Sigma as soon as possible to confirm your participation as a volunteer. Keep this letter and the shift schedule for your records as a reminder. You can also sign-up volunteer meeting. Background checks will be done on all volunteers so the sooner you turn it in, the better.

Code Blue will take place on October 1st, 2009 on the campus of Texas A&M University. The time and location of this program is scheduled to take place from 8am – 2:30pm. The location of headquarters for the volunteers and check-in for the participants will be disclosed at a closer date. All volunteers must arrive at least 15 minutes before their designated sign-up time. Further details on the event will be announced at our volunteer meeting. If additional information is needed you can contact me at (469) 212-2815 or send me an email at us at tamu.sigmas@yahoo.com

Thank you for your time and consideration and may your day remain blessed. 
  Sincerely,

   The Alpha Lambda Alpha Chapter 






   Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.
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Registration Shift

8am – 8:30am 

Volunteers will be needed to place clue envelopes in all locations in preparation before the arrival of the students.

8:30am – 9:14am 

 Welcome and separation into groups. This will be done either in Headquarters (Rudder 501) or in the MSC Breezeway depending on the student to volunteer ratio. We will perform “ice breakers” which is just a way of getting everyone comfortable with each other, then I will give out the mission statement and let everyone loose on the hunt.

Scavenger Hunt Shift

9:14am – 11:14am

Scavenger Hunt (see attached) – You will want to finish this on time and in the order presented (to prevent running into each other too much). Don’t “overhelp” them either. Just lead them in the right direction, especially if they are way off. If the students are not finished and back at headquarters by 11:14, just have them all come back so we can move on with the day’s events.

Panel/Guest Speakers Shift

11:14am – 12:30pm  

Handing out of the prizes and speakers – I will explain what each puzzle was and why I chose those words as part of their “findings”. Then I will hand out prizes and introduce the guest speakers. These speakers can be asked any questions by the high schooler's. To help it along, you can always come up with questions that they may not have thought of. The speakers will be Eric Watson and Casey Ricketts from Admissions at A&M and Jim Carlson the student body president. If anybody wants to add anything to what they say, feel free to speak up. The idea is that the kids leave knowing what they need to do not only to get into college, but to get into Texas A&M University and what we are about.

Lunch Shift

12:30pm – 1:40pm

 Lunch at Sbisa Dining Hall – This is a free lunch to all who can come. Please sit with the kids and let them get comfortable with you so they can ask you any questions or concerns they couldn’t share out loud. Most of the kids will be cool and just happy that they got a day off of school to walk around with friends and win prizes. I just want to make sure that when you talk to them, you tell them about your daily college life so they see the difference from high school and also pub A&M because we want them here if at all possible!

Grand Finale Shift

1:40pm – 2:30pm

This will be a time for evaluations and leftover questions. Just a wrap up of the day’s events along with reminders about important test and admission dates. If anybody has anything special that they would like to share (i.e. an experience, etc.), please tell me about it beforehand and you can tell the students.

Note:  All Scavenger Hunt Volunteers must bring a pen, black marker, and a notebook spiral for location evidence drawings and other information as it comes. Keep our contact information handy in case of any questions that may arise. All volunteers sign in and out on the sign in sheet with Eric Watson.
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In the fall of 2005, the Alpha Lambda Alpha Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc,  implemented a college recruitment project called Code Blue.  

Code Blue includes a campus scavenger hunt designed for high school students in the 11th and 12th grade to tour the school and learn about the process of applying for college. The purpose is to make them aware of all the requirements to get accepted, learn more about financial aid, and gain a network of TAMU faculty knowledgeable in the admissions process.  

The results of this event were amazing with over 10% of the participants becoming accepted to our school (Office of Admissions). Now a 4-time award winning project, we believe that this program can really influence your future college choice. The date is set for Thursday, October 1, 2009, from 8:00am – 2:00pm at Texas A&M. 

If you are interested, please reply back to tamu.sigmas@yahoo.com for further information. This is a great opportunity and I hope you will consider it.

Name: _________________________
Email: ________________________



Year: _________________________

Phone: _________________________

Major: ________________________

UIN: _________________________

The Code Blue Program is a college awareness program involving spending time with high school age students.  It also requires a lot of time during the particular day of the event.  We ask that you give as much of your time as possible, but realize that obtaining a degree is your utmost important goal.  In other words, please do not skip class to participate.  If you could provide your hours of availability during this day we can find a shift to place you with.  Please write your availability below.

VOLUNTEER MEETING IS ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2009, PLACE & TIME TBA.

